Making learning relevant to individuals' interests
“Kiren and I both knew we were going to end up driving on holiday and were quite worried about it, so while the others were practising asking questions about finding their way to the seafront and so on, our tutor gave us some exercises on reading road signs and calculating distances.  We sat together as though we really were in the car and took turns to be driver and navigator.  It really made us think about the experience of driving on the right.”
Denise, learner, French.
“I'd previously done an exercise with learners on planning a holiday.  This had given the group good opportunities to develop their literacy and numeracy skills, as well as to develop their teamwork skills.  But this year, I realised it wasn't going to work - or at least not in the same way.  About half of the learners on the course this year are Punjabis.  And for them, foreign travel is about having the chance to meet up with family members they may not have seen for years, not about basking in the sun in a bikini.  We did do an exercise on foreign holidays, and it turned out to be really interesting.  We talked about the different ideas that people have about holidays, and shared some holiday photographs and the stories behind them.  Then learners researched the holiday destinations they were interested in on the Internet and presented their findings to the group.  Some chose Delhi, Toronto and Dubai, while others chose Greek and Spanish resorts.  Some practised exchange rates using the dollar and the rupee while others used the Euro.”
Simone, tutor, English for speakers of other languages (ESOL).
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