Challenge: Examples of active learning
As I remember school, you sat there while the teacher (tutor) told you what to think about the book you'd just read.  She wrote notes on the board and you copied them down.  I did all right, but it didn't light my fire.  Now I travel to work on the train every day, and the best way to pass the time is to have something to read.  That's what started me thinking about joining a literature class.  Here it's different.  We discuss things a lot.  We work with different people each week to debate our ideas on characters, plots, motivation, genre, and so on and to present them to other members of the group.  I've found it very stimulating, and often amusing.  I'm often thinking about my homework on the train.

Phyllis, learner, Literature.
This is an exercise I sometimes use to get learners thinking critically about what they're doing.  We start off by practising a sequence together.  Then we divide into two teams each with a captain.  I have a selection of old CD-ROMs on which I've written the names of a number of sequences.  I turn them over so that the names can't be seen, and the captains choose one at random. Each group has the opportunity to discuss among themselves what the key features of their sequence are.  Then one group demonstrates in silence while the other observes.  The other group has to identify the sequence and comment on how well it was performed.  Then the groups change round. Afterwards, we discuss how to make improvements.

Sherman, tutor, T'ai chi.
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