Directions

Guidance notes for tutors

	Level: Beginners to intermediate

	Purpose

	This activity enables learners to practise language associated with giving and receiving directions for finding places in a town. 

	Resources needed

	· Sheet A and B: complementary versions of a town plan.  They provide an exemplar in English.

· Sheet C: the template for same town plan, to be edited to mirror Sheet A and Sheet B but with all instructions and names of buildings written in the taught language. 

	The activity

	· Learners work in pairs.  The first learner is given Sheet A Asking and giving directions, the second learner takes Sheet B Asking and giving directions.  Their task is to ask their partner the way to the places listed on their sheet and then follow their partner’s directions on their own plan.

· All headings and instructions should be translated into the taught language.  A blank template is included for you to adapt.

	Differentiation

	· Ask more advanced learners to give directions in the first instance.

· Vary the groupings so that learners of similar levels work together or put together groups of learners with different levels of skill when you repeat the exercise.

· Invite learners to suggest the names of places they would want to locate on such a map, such as a nightclub, doctor’s surgery, tyre repair workshop.  Maps can also be taken from the Internet and, if available, a data projector used in class.

	Extension activities

	· Ask for, and give, instructions for getting to at least three different places in a sequence.

· When a pair or small group has finished ask them to repeat the exercise from another starting point and to take turns to give directions.

· When this has been practised ask learners to seek and give directions for longer and more complex journeys using real maps.

· Maps can also be taken from the Internet and if available a data projector used in class.

· Suggest to learners that they research routes on the Internet using one of the many free route-finding sites.
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Asking for and giving directions 

Sheet A

You and your partner each have a map with different places marked.  The aim is to fill in the gaps on both your maps by taking it in turns to ask and give directions. 

You need to ask your partner the way to the following places. 

 • the station • the toilets • the museum • the swimming pool • the bank • the cathedral

Follow the directions s/he gives you and fill in the blank squares on the map.  Ask him/her to repeat anything you do not understand. Use your map to respond to your partner's questions.
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Asking for and giving directions
Sheet B

You and your partner each have a map with different places marked.  The aim is to fill in the gaps on both your maps by taking it in turns to ask and give directions. 

You need to ask your partner the way to the following places. 

 • town hall • the cinema • the post office • the Ritz Hotel • the castle • the service station

Follow the directions s/he gives you and fill in the blank squares on the map. Ask him/her to repeat anything you do not understand. Use your map to respond to your partner's questions.
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Asking for and giving directions : Template

Sheet C
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