Asking personal questions

Guidance notes for tutors

Introduction

The activity can used with learners at all stages of language development.  There are several ways of extending it.

It can be adapted to a variety of scenarios according to the interests of your learners: work patterns, business trips, sporting activities, a visit to friends, a family outing, and so on.

You could use this activity to encourage learners to find out positive things about one another.  You might consider developing the themes so that learners can ask about cultural differences.  Be sensitive to the different backgrounds of your learners and their possible reluctance to reveal personal information to others.  Ensure this is done with sensitivity.  It may be helpful to suggest that for the purpose of the exercise they may choose to invent situations and responses if they prefer.

The activity can also be used as an assessment tool, in which case you would record learners’ responses.

The task is done in pairs.  You may choose to partner learners of a similar standard, or deliberately put together learners with varying degrees of skill, in order to bring on the less advanced ones.  Alternatively, you may decide that learners choose their own partners.

Your role is to set up the activity and then to circulate among the pairs of learners, noting where they need support.  You may want to give support and guidance in the moment.  Common errors could be addressed with the whole group at the end of the activity.

Aim

To provide the opportunity for learners to practise asking and answering questions about a chosen topic of interest.

Intended generic learning outcomes

Learners will gain confidence and fluency in expressing themselves in the taught language

Intended differentiated learning outcomes

Learners with greater facility in the taught language have the opportunity to answer questions with complete and more complex sentences, giving information beyond the minimum required by the question.
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Resources needed

Worksheets with prompts in the taught language (see examples below).

The activity

Divide learners into pairs and give each learner a copy of the handout. For that example, give the following instructions for the task:

Think of somewhere you have visited and write in the details in the column headed ‘You’. Working with your partner, exchange information about where you went and what you did. Note down details of your partner’s visit in the final column.’ 

For beginners, introduce the question words and structures in preparation for the activity.

The time needed will depend on learners’ levels of skill. Those with very limited grasp of the language may need all the time to complete one example. Those with a greater grasp of the language may complete several rounds, using different topics of interest. Monitor levels of energy and engagement, and use your discretion about how long the activity lasts.

Example

Topic:  
discussing a past holiday (real or invented) 

Task: 

think of somewhere you have visited and write in the details in the 

column headed ‘You’ below. Then work with a partner and exchange information about where you went and what you did.  Note down details of your partner’s visit in the final column. (All headings in taught language)

	Prompts in taught language  
	You
	Your partner

	Where?
	
	

	When?
	
	

	With whom?
	
	

	How travelled?
	
	

	Where stayed?
	
	

	Activities?
	
	

	Weather?
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Differentiation

Give all learners the same task and let them give basic or extended answers according to their level of competence or confidence.  For example:

	Prompts in taught language  
	Basic answer
	Extended answer

	Where?
	Spain
	I went to X in Spain, not far from Y

	When?
	Last year
	We went for two weeks last June

	With whom?
	With my family
	I went with my partner and two very good friends of ours

	How did you travel?
	By plane
	We flew from (x airport) to (y airport), then hired a car

	Where did you stay?
	In an apartment
	We hired a large apartment opposite the beach

	Activities?
	We went swimming and we played football on the beach
	Lots of things – we ………… ………………………………..

	Weather?
	It was very hot
	It was mainly very hot and sunny but some evenings there were thunderstorms


Another way to differentiate is to have two worksheets, one for the less confident learners and another for the more confident.  Simplify the task for the less confident learners by giving them the full question in the taught language instead of prompts only.

Less confident learners

	Prompts in taught language  
	You
	Your partner

	Where did you go?
	
	

	When did you go?
	
	

	Who did you go with?
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	How did you travel?
	
	

	Where did you stay?
	
	

	What did you do?
	
	

	Was the weather good?
	
	


More confident learners

	Prompts in taught language  
	You
	Your partner

	Where?
	
	

	When?
	
	

	With whom?
	
	

	How travelled?
	
	

	Where stayed?
	
	

	Activities?
	
	

	Weather?
	
	


Extension activities

· Ask learners to “interview” you to find out about your background and experience. They could take turns to ask you a question.  Alternatively, they could work in pairs to formulate one question from each pair.
· Give those learners who finish early a “prompt” in the form of a picture and ask them to ask questions about a third person. 

· Ask learners to create spontaneous questions about each other, or a third person, without using the worksheet.
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