Use of the taught language*

Guidance notes for tutors

Using the taught language works – it encourages and motivates learners, provided tutors do it with care and focus on learning. This guidance helps you to use the taught language for maximum effect.

	What is it?

	· The ‘taught language’ is the language being taught and learnt.
· It is an expectation that, in a language class, the taught language will be the sole means of communication.  The use of the taught language applies not only to teaching and learning activities but also to the social and general conversation that will take place as part of any adult class.  Invite and require your learners to use it as much as possible – in breaks and on the way home, as well as in class.

* In this guidance we are using the term ‘taught language’, which is the preferred term.  However you may also know it as ‘target language’.


	Why use taught language?

	· Using the taught language in class accustoms learners to operating in another language, whether they plan to use it in the UK or abroad.  Having to make yourself understood and trying hard to understand what is being said are part of learning and effective communication.

· Learners who have been used to working in the taught language are more likely to build the confidence to have a go, to take risks and to be creative with the language they are learning.

· Using taught language creates a classroom environment that helps learners to practise the language extensively.  It requires them to adapt and change learned language to suit their own needs.  It requires them to make the language work for them as individuals.



	Good practice in use of taught language

	Taught language use requires careful preparation.  It is a process that involves a number 
of stages and clear actions for both teacher and learners.

· Pre-course publicity should inform the learners that they will be using the language for learning and in class.  Explain the reasons for doing this positively and clearly. Learners will need reassurance that the experience will not be intimidating, that it will contribute to learning, and that it can be rewarding and motivating.
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	Good practice in use of taught language (contd.)

	· At the first session you should confirm the use of taught language and agree a set of group rules about how to maintain communication in it.

· Initial assessment will be your first chance to review the style and content of language that learners in your group want to be able to use.  The assessment of learners’ language use will be an ongoing process.  Build a picture for yourself of individuals’ competences and needs.  Use this information to plan teaching and to develop ways in which you communicate with individuals and with the group as a whole.

· You need to create a classroom environment that supports the use of taught language. Teach learners how to make small talk; have taught language music or videos and DVDs available for times when planned learning is not going on (as learners arrive, coffee breaks); encourage learners to bring in taught language newspapers, books and magazines to share; select Internet resources in the taught language for learners to browse.

· Teach your learners the basics of group communication in the taught language.  They will need phrases that enable them to say they haven’t understood, that they need something repeated, that they need to leave before the class has finished, open a window.  Move into working in pairs – anything that is necessary to conduct group activity.

· Carefully select the language that you want learners to hear.  Limit, particularly with beginners, the amount and range of language that you use in the classroom.  Make maximum use of body language, gesture and facial expression to reinforce the messages you wish to get across.  Make extensive use of repetition and checking to ensure that communication has been successful. Use prompts to help understanding (visual, written or auditory clues).

· Help learners to be successful listeners.  They must be able to identify the rhythms and intonation of the language and to recognise the beginning and ends of phrases.  Show them how to pick out key words and how to use these to make sense of what is being said.  Help them to predict what might be said.  Encourage them to make use of body language to aid communication.  More advanced learners should know how to recognise nuances of language which convey emotion, or are in dialect and idiom.

· Teach learners to recognise the different linguistic and cultural norms in countries or communities where the taught language is used.  Remember these may include gestures, conventions on touching, eye contact, facial expressions, intonations, inflexions, register and other ways of communicating which convey meaning.  Encourage learners to communicate with some or all of these and also ensure they learn which are postiive and which are negative or offensive.
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	Good practice in use of taught language (contd.)

	· Consider the most effective way to correct mistakes in a way that does not damage confidence or interrupt the flow of learners’ language.  In some situations you may let errors go in the interests of communication, make a note and then pick up the most important ones in a general feedback to the whole group.
· Plan learning to match and promote the language competences of the learners. Differentiated exercises will help you to make sure that the individuals in your 
group are given opportunities to practise and use new language in ways that are appropriate to them.  Make sure they have plenty of opportunity to repeat new vocabulary and structures.

· When selecting your resources and activities, be sensitive to your learners’ experiences, cultural beliefs and values.  Take account of, and act on, any declared or undeclared needs for support. Do respect learners’ rights not to accept support, but recognise when this can affect the rest of the group’s learning.  Providers have various options for you to receive advice and information – so that you can help learners needing additional support in a way which shows them respect and encourages their learning.

· Check what the group has learned together and record ways in which individuals have improved in their use of the language.  This record might include, for example, comments about a learner’s willingness to try out new language, and about improvements in their level of understanding.

· Be insistent and consistent in your use of taught language.  If learners lapse into English, respond in the taught language; if English is used, pretend not to understand.  Make it a rule that English is only permitted in the case of persistent misunderstanding that might cause upset. 
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