CPD activity

Using taught language

Aims

· To explore with tutors issues that face learners operating in a taught language environment.
· To develop strategies with tutors to overcome potential barriers to taught language use.
Generic learning outcomes from the activities and resources

Participants will have:
· an understanding of the impact on learners of taught language use in the classroom

· knowledge of the processes that underpin successful taught language use by tutors and learners; and
· strategies for overcoming barriers to taught language use.

Resources needed

A tutor who speaks a language that is not spoken by any of the course participants.

· Feedback pro-forma

· Flipchart and pens

· 10 fictitious completed initial assessment forms or collation of information from 10 IA forms regarding language competence and language needs (content and skills) at the start of a course.

Method

	Stage 1

	Contents
	The learner’s experience in the taught language classroom

	Core activity
	Participants undergo a 10-minute “mini-session” in a language that is unknown to them. 

There is no forewarning of this activity.

The tutor will set out to teach participants a brief interchange in the language.  S/he will require everyone to take part in the session.  No English will be permitted.

	Resources
	A tutor who speaks a language that is not spoken by any of the course participants.

	Suggested time
	15 minutes
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	Stage 2

	Contents
	The learner experience in the taught language classroom

	Core activity
	Working in small groups participants are required to reflect on this experience. 

They must identify what strategies the tutor used to enable them to learn.  They must also note what they had to do in order to learn, what others were doing and how the experience felt.

	Resources
	Feedback pro-forma.

	Suggested time
	20 minutes.



	Stage 3

	Contents
	The learner experience in the taught language classroom.

	Core activity
	Plenary session to collect tutor and learner strategies that promote effective learning through the taught language.

	Resources
	A means of recording strategies.

	Suggested time
	10 minutes.


	Stage 4

	Contents
	Strategies for overcoming barriers to taught language use.

Key theme: Making taught language (TL) use an effective language learning tool.

Stage 1: the tutor needs to know about the competences of the group and their language learning needs. 

This exercise will highlight the need to differentiate the use of taught language in the classroom.

	Core activity
	Choosing the right language.

Participants work in four groups. Tutor introduces task. The IA forms represent a new beginners’ class for participants in language X.

Group A must decide on language that will be of common interest and use to all class members.

Group B must list language that is needed by only one member of the class 
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	Group C must focus on skills.  What does the group have in common as skills needs?  Are there any learners requesting specific skills focus?

Group D will rank learners according to their previous learning experience.  They will predict the impact of previous experience on the success of learners within the proposed new course. 

	Resources
	10 fictitious completed initial assessment forms or collation of information from 10 IA forms regarding language competence and language needs (content and skills) at the start of a course.

The information should include what learners say about their previous experiences of learning language.

	Suggested time
	15 minutes.


	Stage 5

	Contents
	Strategies for overcoming barriers to taught language use.

	Core activity
	Plenary. Tutor collates findings and lists core language needs, individual language needs and predictions about the impact of experience to build a class profile. 

	Resources
	Flipchart

	Suggested time
	10 minutes


	Stage 6

	Contents
	Strategies for overcoming barriers to taught language use.

Key theme: Making TL use an effective language learning tool.

Stage 2:  Learners must acquire the language they need as individuals as well as that which they may have in common with others in order to be able to participate effectively in a TL classroom.

	Core activity
	Plenary session.  Brainstorming teaching ideas to meet the needs of this group and the individuals in it.

	Resources
	Flipchart and pens to record ideas.

	Suggested time
	10 minutes
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	Stage 7

	Contents
	Strategies for overcoming barriers to taught language use.

Stage 3: accommodating individual language learning needs within group teaching.

	Core activity
	Small group work. Participants have time to familiarise themselves with the tasks and activities.  Each group selects a task or activity and adapts the concept to suit the fictitious group created for training. 

	Resources
	Differentiated tasks and activities from the resource

	Suggested time
	30 minutes


	Stage 8

	Contents
	Strategies for overcoming barriers to taught language use

	Core activity
	Presentation of new activities and /tasks by groups.  Groups challenged to show how all learners’ language needs have been acknowledged and met.

	Resources
	Presentation equipment.

	Suggested time
	45 minutes.


	Stage 9

	Contents
	Plenary and feedback.

	Core activity
	Tutor feeds back key findings and principles.  Participants asked to identify one action point that they will take from training to implement in their own teaching.



	Resources
	

	Suggested time
	25 minutes.
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