Signposts to Internet resources for Adult Learning tutors
	The Community Learning Resource 
	www.aclearn.net

	The Community Learning Resource website supports the Adult Learning (AL) sector.  It provides information, advice and guidance to those working in the sector and is designed to complement the roll-out of effective e-learning and related support into AL.  Of particular interest is the E-learning Resource Exchange.  In this section you can search for e-learning content and resources, which are either hosted directly by us or which we point to and are hosted elsewhere.  Discover how you can develop your own content and resources here too, so that they can be shared with other practitioners.

You can view e-learning resources, browse and search existing practitioner-created content, resources and case studies, and explore a wide range of websites with a variety of content selected for their potential use in your subject area.  Add the E to your own learning content.  Practical hints and tips on creating your own e-learning content using existing software such as Microsoft™ Word and Hot Potatoes™, using examples from existing resources and some of the 'how to' guides in the Exchange.



	FERL  
	www.ferl.becta.org.uk

	Ferl is a web-based information service managed by Becta.  It aims to support individuals and organisations within the Post-Compulsory Education sector to make effective use of ICT and e-learning.  Becta does this not only by providing online information services, but also conferences, publications and other events, often in collaboration with partners in the Post-16 E-learning Strategy Programme. 

Explore the Teaching and Learning Resource Bank.  This was created by practitioners, for practitioners to support teaching and learning.  It includes thousands of websites, resources to download and case studies in many curriculum areas, plus several articles about e-learning.

There is a section on Ferl devoted to supporting teaching and learning using ICT.  This includes a resource bank of thousands of teaching resources on hundreds of different teaching subjects, as well as support materials such as case studies, lesson plans, articles, project summaries, interviews and website links.  There are advice pages on basic skills, pedagogy, library and learning resources, resource creation, learners with disabilities and adults with severe learning difficulties. 

There are also hundreds of teaching resources on Ferl, including weblinks suggested by practitioners, resources that you can download and edit, and a growing number of lesson plans. 
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	Virtual Training Suite from JISC 
	www.vts.rdn.ac.uk

	The RDN Virtual Training Suite is a set of free online tutorials designed to help learners, lecturers and researchers improve their Internet information literacy and IT skills.  There are quizzes and interactive exercises to lighten the learning experience.  There are now tutorials for Adult Learning in the following areas:

· Arts and Crafts 

· Digital Photography 

· Gardening
· Health and Well-being; and
· Job Searching. 

Within each area, there is a separate section for tutors giving an overview of the tutorial, information on how learners benefit and some ideas for using the tutorial.

Some of the other tutorials for Further Education learners might also be of interest to AL learners too, depending on their individual interests.  All are teach-yourself tutorials that help learners practise their Internet information skills.

	Resource discovery Network, JISC   
	www.rdn.ac.uk

	The Resource Discovery Network is aimed at further and higher education.  However, it contains a plethora of resources that may be of interest to adult learners.  For example, there are wide-ranging resources on photography and links to many other interesting websites.



	LSN   
	www.learningtechnologies.ac.uk

	This site supports professional development in e-learning.  There are many examples of e-learning in action, plus more than 200 resources.  Try typing gardening, food or photography into the search engine.  Many of these resources will be of interest to adult learners.



	The National Learning Network  
	www.nln.ac.uk

	The ‘newcomer’ section tells you more about the materials and how to access them. 

There is also a section of the website that contains information for tutors about using the National Learning Network (NLN) Materials and the use of e-learning in teaching and learning.

Round four of the NLN materials development programme has developed materials that are aimed at the needs of the Adult Learning sector.
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	BBC  
	www.bbc.co.uk/learning/subjects/adult_learning.shtml

	This site is aimed at practitioners and learners in the Adult Learning Sector.  It contains advice and guidance for learners and some online teaching and learning resources.  Try some of the quizzes and games.

	Help is at hand 
	www.helpisathand.gov.uk/resources/teaching-earning/materials/

	This section of the Help is at Hand website contains a number of activities designed to enhance computer and Internet skills that you may like to try with your learners.  Activities include for example, setting up a free email account, shopping and using a search engine. There are also techniques for delivering ICT learning in the ‘supporting learners’ section. This section covers some aspects of learner support, from the most effective ways to deliver ICT learning to the diversity you will come across in your centre.

 

	BBC Skillswise  
	www.bbc.co.uk/skillswise

	A number of resources for tutors working with learners who want to improve their literacy and numeracy skills.  It includes worksheets, factsheets, quizzes and games.  There is a separate section for tutors entitled ‘Teaching Inspirations’.  It does what it says on the tin! Access to the BBC’s Webwise course is also available as a link from this site.




	Subject area
	URL
	Description

	MS Office
	www.citycol.com/lrc/common/flit/clait
	Very good exercises for different MS packages.

	Beginners
	www.senselang.com
	Learn touch typing, simple and easy to follow.

	Beginners
	www.bbc.co.uk/computertutor
	Fun way of learning how to use mouse and keyboard.

	Beginners
	www.chrysalisinfo.org.uk/bits.htm
	Computer related worksheets in different languages.

	Internet
	www.nhlbisupport.com/bmi/bmicalc.htm
	Internet exercise to calculate your body mass.

	General
	www.aclearn.net
	Information, advice and guidance to those working in the ACL sector.
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	Subject area
	URL
	Description

	Internet
	www.earth.google.com
	Satellite imagery and maps of the world.

	Literacy/

Numeracy/

ESOL
	www.bbc.co.uk/skillswise
	Fact sheets, worksheets, quizzes and games to help improve basic skills.

	Disability
	www.techdis.ac.uk
	Resources to enhance the provision for disabled learners and staff across the FE sector.

	Disability
	www.abilitynet.org.uk

	A wide range of useful fact sheets and skills sheets to support tutors with disabled learners.

	Internet
	www.abdn.ac.uk/diss/webpack/index.shtml
	A reference guide to the World Wide Web.

	Internet
	www.upmystreet.co.uk
	Find useful information and statistics relating to your area.

	Internet
	www.direct.gov.uk
	Provides wide range of government information and services.

	Internet
	www.jang.com.pk
	Online Urdu newspaper.

	Internet
	www.sandesh.com
	Online Gujarati newspaper.

	Literacy/

ESOL
	www.oup.com/elt/headway
	Practise your English with interactive exercises, puzzles, and games.

	Internet
	www.dulux.co.uk  
	Paint your own virtual room (go to section on My Projects).
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